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The Presidency of George Washington

George Washington was a war hero and initially a reluctant
candidate for the Presidency. Nevertheless, his inauguration was
marked with the sort of ceremony and reverence that would not
have disgraced the coronation of a monarch. Huge crowds and
lavish celebrations punctuated his week-long journey from his
home in Virginia to New York where the inauguration took place.
Outside Philadelphia he mounted a white horse so that 20,000
observers could watch his progress. Later, his path was strewn
with flowers by a choir of white-robed girls, while on his head, like
a victorious Roman general, he wore a crown of laurels. As his
barge approached New York harbor, it was accompanied by a
fleet of decorated ships.

Having led the Americans to victory in the Revolutionary War,
Washington would now lead them in peace. As the first chief ex-
ecutive of the United States, he took his oath of office on the bal-
cony of the Senate Chamber at Federal Hall on Wall Street, and
delivered his inaugural address at a joint session of the two
Houses of Congress gathered inside the Senate Chamber.

Born in February 1732, the son of a Virginia planter, George
Washington inherited property and social position from his family.
He was appointed county surveyor in 1749, and the experience George Washington (1732799)
he gained on the frontier led to his appointment as a major in the
Virginia militia in 1752 and early military experience in the French and Indian War (1754-1763). In 1758 he
resigned his commission to work on his estate at Mount Vernon in Virginia, where he established his future
political base. Washington was one of many landowners who objected vociferously to what they regarded as

the injustices and oppressions of British rule. Through his marriage
to Martha Custis, a rich young widow, Washington became ex-

In this Issue... tremely wealthy, and established himself as a respected and pow-
erful public figure.
Compatriot Hart Quilts Page 2 Tall, handsome, dignified and energetic, Washington exuded
Phillis Wheatley Page 3 competence, despite being a poor orator. His strengths lay in his
powers of organization, his personal bravery, and his wisdom. At
Lincoln Bicentennial Page 4 times his reticence and formality made him seem a rather distant
Patriot Ancestors Page 5 personality. Chosen to represent Virginia at the first and second

Continental Congresses in 1774 and 1775, he went on to become
Revolutionary War Trivia Page 5 commander-in-chief of the American forces during the Revolution-
ary War.

After the war Washington retired from public life, intending to
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Compatriot Clare and Ann Hart Donate Quilts

We want to extend a grateful appreciation to N o Y
Compatriot Clare Hart and his wife Ann for their y: v ’:’ { \;" Fog -
recent donation of 22 handmade quilts to the Grand [/ 0§ <= % ) -
Rapids Veterans Home on behalf of the West r— v At ;‘ 53
Michigan Chapter of the Sons of The American %; ‘f’_‘ X £
Revolution. Their devotion to helping others in ,, %y '
need is exemplary. Both Clare and Ann have re- O TR N
cently summed up nearly 25 years of service at the - r ¢

North Kent County Volunteer Center, where they
spent countless hours helping and supporting oth-
ers less fortunate than themselves.

We thank you for the sharing of your time and |
talent in these beautiful quilts. Your spirit of gener- |
osity and service towards others makes a fine and
fitting compliment to our remembrance of another
fine gentleman who gave selflessly of himself, Gen-
eral George Washington.

(Continued from pag)
work as a gentleman far mer . He wrote to a friend,
am retiring within myself.o0 he wanted to sit dAund
However, his quiet life was disrupted by his concerns about the weakness of the Articles of Confederation
then governing the new United States. In 1786 he attended the Annapolis Convention, held ostensibly to dis-
cuss interstate trade relations but aimed at strengthening national unity. He then presided over the subse-
guent Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787, where his support of the proposed Constitution se-
cured its ratification.
When the Convention delegates created the new role of President, they had Washington very much in
mind. One of the Founding Fathers stated the Convention would not have made the executive powers of the
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President so great fAhad not many of the members cast

and shaped their ideas of the powers to be given a p
mously elected to office in 1789, at the age of 57.

Washington established the ceremonial nature of the presidential role, but ensured that the trapping asso-
ciated with it never resembled European royal courts

declined to accept the large salary the first U. S. Congress proposed for the President, not only because he
was already very rich, but also because he had a keen appreciation of the symbolic value of his gesture of
refusal.

As President, Washington created an enduring system of cabinet government and worked hard to estab-
lish the United States as a nation in a world still dominated by the warring European powers of Britain and
France. He quelled a rebellion in Pennsylvania when federal authority was threatened, becoming a Federalist
hero in the process.

Determined not to stand for office a third time in 1796, in his farewell address Washington urged his fellow
Americans to work for unity and to avoid all alliances with Foreign powers. He spent his remaining years on
his estate at Mount Vernon.
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To The Right Honourable William, Earl of Dartmouth, His
Maj esty-s Princi patAm&ieachHtce t

ar

H ail, happy day, when, smiling like thevhemce flow these wishes for the common good,

Fair Freedom rose-Begtand to adorn: By feeling hearts alone best understood,
The northern clime beneath her genial rayl, young in life, by seeming cruel fate

Dartmouth, congratulates thy blissfulswayWas s nat ch-d from Afri

Elate with hope her race no longer mourn$yhat pangs excruciating must molest,

Each soul expands, each grateful bosom ks, t sorrows | abour

i n

While in thine hand with pleasure we beh@dt e el -d was t hat soul
Phillis Wheatley (1753784) The si |l ken reins, drdatFrfageodom-d adhaerms eu
Such, such my case. And can | then but pray

Long lost to realms beneath the northern €kiesrs may never feel tyrannic sway?
She shines supreme, while hated faction dies:

Soon as appear ~d t Herfators phs, great 3iroonrdghanttsearse due,~

Sick at the view, <SAhdghed veermak thy favbrstarerew, d e X p |
Thus from the splendors of the morning lighi nce i n thy pow-r, as
The owl in sadness seeks the cavesofnighb s oot h the griefs, w
May heav-nly race the

No more, America, in mournful strain To all thy worts, and thou for ever live

Of wrongs, and gr i eNetamyomrthewingsefdleeting Samal ¢ o0 m|
No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain Though prai se i mmort al
Which wanton Tyranny with lawlesshandBut t o conduct to heayv
Had made, and with Maty rhdeaemrrty tc-ouamslrasv e wtel

And bear thee upwards to that blest abode,

Should you, my lord, while you peruse mywghee, like the prophet, thou shalt find thy God..

Wonder from whence my love of Freedom sprung,

Phillis Wheatley was the first African-American to publish poetry; Some say she is America's first Black
Poet. Born around 1753 in what is the modern day Senegal, Wheatley was kidnapped and taken to America
in 1761 aboard a slave ship called "Phillis". She was raised Christian and offered an exceptional education
by the family that owned her. I n fact she was act
Latin, history, geography, religion, and the Bible.

One of the few poems which refers to slavery is "On being brought from Africa to America":

Twas mercy brought me from my Pagan land,
Taught my benighted soul to understand

That there's a God, that there's a Saviour too:
Once | redemption neither sought nor knew.
Some view our sable race with scornful eye,
"Their colour is a diabolic dye."

Remember, Christians, Negroes, black as Cain,
May be refin'd, and join th' angelic train.”

Wheatley's poetry overwhelmingly revolves around Christian themes, with
many poems dedicated to famous personalities. In 1768, Wheatley wrote "To the
King's Most Excellent Majesty," in which she praised George Il for repealing the
Stamp Act. However, as the American Revolution gained strength, Wheatley
o writing about themes from the point of
| i am, Ear | of Dart mout hdo compares her en s

turned t
abl e Wil
denouncing both.




