
“Stand your ground. Don’t fire unless fired upon, but 

if they mean to have a war, let it begin here.” 

They … fired upon us. I then retreated up the north road, and was pursued about thirty rods by an officer on horseback 
(supposed to be Maj. Pitcairn), calling out to me, “Damn you, stop, or you are a dead man!” I found I could not escape him 
unless I left the road. Therefore I sprang over a pare of bars, made a stand, and discharged my gun at him; upon which 
he immediately returned to the main body…  

-Lieutenant William Tidd 
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Editor’s Note: This month we are featuring the Battles of Lexington & Concord. Because the accounts of these bat-

tles are so varied and contradictory, we decided to present several first-hand accounts of the battles from the soldiers 

who actually were there.  All quotes are taken from the article “Voices of Lexington and Concord,” published in Ameri-

can Heritage, Volume XXII, Number 3, April, 1971. 

Lexington & Concord 

The weather being rather chilly, after calling the roll, we were dis-

missed, but ordered to remain within call of the drum. The men gener-

ally went into the tavern adjoining the common… 

The last person sent [toward Cambridge] was Thaddeus Bowman, 

who returned between daylight and sunrise and informed Capt. Parker 

that the British troops were within a mile of the meeting-house. Capt. 

Parker immediately ordered the drum beat to arms. I was the first that 

followed the drum. I took my station on the right of our line, which was 

formed from six to ten rods back of the meeting-house, facing south. 

About seventy of our company had assembled with the British 

troops appeared. Some of our men went into the meeting-house, where 

the town’s powder was kept… When the regulars had arrived within 

eighty or one hundred rods, they, hearing our drum beat, halted, 

charged their guns, and doubled their ranks, and marched up at quick 

step. 

Capt. Parker ordered his men to stand their ground. And not to 

molest the regulars unless 

they meddled with us. 

       The British troops 

came up directly in our 

front. The commanding 

officer advanced within a 

few rods of us an ex-

claimed, “Disperse, you 

damned rebels! You dogs, 

run! — Rush on, my boys!” 

and fired his pistol. 

-Militiaman Ebenezer 

Munroe 

Our troops advanced toward 
them, without any intention of injuring 
them, further than to inquire the rea-
son of their being thus assembled, 
and if not satisfactory, to have se-
cured their arms; but they in confu-
sion went off, principally to the left — 
only one of them fired before he went 
off, and three or four more jumped 
over a wall and fired from behind it 
among the soldiers; on which the 
troops returned it. 

-Colonel Francis Smith 
British Commander 
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WMCSAR Inducts Two New Members 
 
We want to extend a very warm huzzah, huz-

zah to Compatriots Elijah Shalis and Keith Baker as 
they were sworn in as new members of the West 
Michigan Chapter of the Sons of The American Revo-
lution.  They were officially inducted at the MISSAR 
State Board Meeting held at Sayfee's restaurant last 
March 21st.    

We are happy to report that the board meeting 
was well very attended and filled with lively and 
meaningful discussion.   Everything was capped off 
with a very thought-provoking lecture, comparing the 
economic philosophies of founders Thomas Jefferson 
and Alexander Hamilton.   The presentation was 
given by Dr Robert Schoone-Longen, Professor of 
History, Calvin College. 

After our militia had dispersed, I saw [the British] 
firing at one man (Solomon Brown), who was stationed 

behind a wall. I saw the wall smoke with the bullets hitting 
it … [Brown} fired into a solid column of them, and then 
retreated. He was in the cow yard. The wall saved him. He 

legged it just about the time I went away. 
-Militiaman Elijah Sanderson 

More Lexington & Concord 

We met with no interruption till within a mile or two of 
the town, where the country people had occupied a hill which 
commanded the road.  

-Major Pitcairn, British Officer 

We … saw the British 

troops acoming ... The sun 

was rising and shined on 

their arms, and they made a 

noble appearance in their 

red coats and glistening 

arms. 

-Concord Minuteman 

Thaddeus Blood 

He was then thirty years of age. We had four children; the youngest about fifteen months old. They were all unwell 

when he left me in the morning; some of them with the canker-rash .. My husband said little that morning. He seemed 

serious and thoughtful; but never seemed to hesitate as to the course of his duty. As he led the company from the hour, he 

turned himself round, and seemed to have something to communicate. He only said, “Take good care of the children,” 

and was soon out of sight. 

-Mrs. Davis, Widow of Captain Davis, Killed at Concord 



Patriot Ancestors of WMCSAR 
 

Editor’s Note: This article is part of a series of articles on the WMCSAR 

member’s patriot ancestors.  We hope to feature a patriot ancestor each 

month.  

 
Charles Denslow was born in New Haven County, CT, in a settle-

ment later known as Hamden, CT in 1739. He was born to William 
Denslow and an unidentified wife Denslow. He was the 4

th
 child and 

3
rd

 born son. Charles’ father, William is the progenitor of the New Ha-
ven branch of the Denslow family in America. 

During the French and Indian Wars, Charles saw service in four 
campaigns, those being in 1756, 1757, 1758, and 1761. Much of his early time was spent between Fort Ticonderoga, 
Lake George, and Albany. At one time, Charles and his older brothers, William and John all served side by side with him 
in the same military regiment from Stamford, CT. This was from April 7

th
 to November 8

th
 1756. On July 19

th
, young sev-

enteen year old Charles and his older brother William laid to rest their brother John after he was killed in a fight defend-
ing Fort Ticonderoga. 

This did not dissuade Charles from re-enlisting the following year, and he served faithfully every time he was called 
up for action. The training gained during four campaigns of the French and Indian Wars made him a seasoned, experi-
enced veteran for the of the American Revolution a scant 20 years later. 

Charles enlisted on 16 December 1776 and again saw military service at Fort Ticonderoga. He served as a private in 
Captain David Wheeler’s Company, Colonel Benjamin Simond’s detachment from the Berkshire County, MA Militia. He 
was discharged the following 11 March 1777, having served ninety-six days at Ticonderoga. Charles reenlisted again on 

30 June 1777 with Captain David Wheeler’s Company, now with Colonel John Brown’s militia detach-
ment. 
       Charles was one of 550 Americans at Fort Ann (known as the gateway to the North) on 8 July 
1777, who resisted the British in a two hour skirmish. The advance British units began moving south 
and encountered significant resistance at Fort Ann that very day. Papers show his discharge dated as 
25 July 1777, having served 26 days at Fort Ann. 
       Charles again served in 1779 as he is listed as engaged to serve in the Continental Army for the 
Town of Lanesborough, MA. A descriptive list of men raised from Bershire County in 1779 to serve in 
the Continental Army provides a physical description of Charles Denslow as follows: age, 40 years, 
height, 5 ft 5 inches, and of dark complexion, engaged for the Town of Lanesborough, MA and deliv-
ered to Ensign Clark. 
       After his service in the Continental Army, records indicate that Charles moved westward, proba-
bly following the military road in upstate New York. It is known that one child of his, Jeremiah, was 
born in Cherry Valley, Otsego County, NY in 1788. There is a high probability that other children were 
born there as well, but no records are known of at this time. Charles apparently passed away a short 
time afterwards in 1789-90, though again , the exact date and location of his death is unknown. 

Compatriot: Dean Edwin Denslow 

Patriot Ancestor: Charles Denslow 

Rank: Private 

Service: various 

Time of Service: 1776-1777, 1779 
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Revolutionary War Trivia 
 

What future president of the United 
States was captured in a fight at Wax-
haw Church in North Carolina on April 9, 
1781. (Hint: He also was the 1st Presi-
dent to be born in a log cabin)  A VERY 
Revolutionary circumstance.  

Happy Patriot’s  
Day!!! 

Purple Heart Memorial Dedication 
 
The local Lamoreaux- Chapter 91 of the Military Order of 

Purple Hearts will be dedicating a Purple Hearts monument at 
the Grand Rapids Home For Veterans on Tuesday,  28 April 
2009 at 10:30 a.m. 
The ceremony will 
take place next to the 
fountain. The monu-
ment will be similar to 
the bloodstone marble 
monument placed at 
Veterans Park in Sep-
tember 2007. MOPH 
Chapter Commander 
Don Kramer will be 
speaking at this 
month’s meeting. 



Important April Dates In the Revolution  
 

Apr 5, 1764  England enacts the Sugar Act  

Apr 17, 1775  The Rides of Paul Revere and William 
Dawes  

Apr 18-19, 1775 Battles of Lexington and Concord 

Apr 25, 1781  Nathaniel Greene defeated at Hobkirk’s Hill, 
South Carolina  

Important Chapter Dates 
 
Apr. 11 Chapter Balloting  

Meeting 

Apr. 18 Annual MISSAR Meeting 

Apr. 28 Purple Hearts Dedication 

May 3 Grave Re-dedication: Pa-

triot Nathaniel Blackmer 

May 9 Chapter Meeting 

Next Meeting:  

Annual Meeting 

April 11, 11 a.m. 
Guest Speaker: Don Kramer 

 MOPH Lamoreaux Chapter 

Sayfee’s Restaurant 

3555 Lake Eastbrook Blvd. 

Grand Rapids 

Revolutionary War Trivia  

Answer 
Andrew Jackson.  He also received 

wounds when a British officer with a 
sword struck Jackson on his arm and 
head after Jackson refused an order to 
clean the officer's boots.  Jackson hated 
England for the remainder of his life.  
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Flags of the Revolution 
Bedford 

       This flag was present at the battle of Concord in April 19, 
1775. It was carried by Nathaniel Page, a Bedford Minuteman. 
The Latin inscription "Vince Aut Morire" means "Conquer or 
Die". The arm emerging from the clouds represents the arm of 
God. The original can be seen at the Bedford Town Library. 

Annual MISSAR Meeting 
 

All are invited to attend the state 
meeting of the Michigan Society.  It will 
be held on April 18 at 11 a.m. at the 
Sheraton Lansing Hotel, 925 South 
Creyts Road, Lansing. Please plan on 
attending.  If anyone wants to carpool, 
please call President Jim Bergenham. 

April’s Meeting 
 
April’s Meeting will be our an-

nual business meeting with ballot-
ing on next year’s officers. Please 
make an extra effort to attend this 
very important meeting which will 
set our agenda for the coming 
year. 

The West Michigan Compatriot Citi-
zen is a publication of the West Michi-
gan Chapter, Sons of the American 
Revolution. Editor is Brian Weston and 
Desktop Publishing is by Julie Weston. 
You may contact Brian at (616) 328-
5534 or weston1644@comcast.net. 

http://americanrevwar.homestead.com/files/LEXCON.HTM


  

  

Patriot Grave Re-Dedication May 3   

 

       The action of locating and 
documenting Revolutionary War 
Patriots in Michigan will be an 
ongoing endeavor for many 
years to come, and the interest 
will rise and fall with the people 
exposed to the historical docu-
ments available. 
       With the help of compatriots 
we have located another Patriot 
in Richfield Township, Genesee 
County, Michigan. He is Patriot 
Nathaniel Blackmer. He is proba-
bly buried right next to his son in 

one of the unmarked graves in Richfield Union Cemetery on Irish Road. 
At age 17, Nathaniel Blackmer enlisted with The Massachusetts Line and served 

there from August 1780- May 1781. After moving about in NH, Canada and New 
York State, he came to Genessee County, Michigan in the 1830's. He died in 1850 
at 86 years of age. 

Won’t you please make an effort to join us as we honor the service of this brave 
young man? I went to my first grave re-
dedication last year and was quite 
moved by the display of gratitude 
openly presented among family, 
friends, veterans, and other SAR com-
patriots. From what can be ascertained 
Patriot Blackmer was never honored 
for his Revolutionary War service. 

The Memorial Dedication Service 
will be on Sunday, 3 May 2009, at 2:00 
PM, at Richfield Union Cemetery, Rich-
field, Michigan. The cemetery is lo-
cated on Irish Road. Please call me: 
Compatriot Brian Weston (616) 328-
5534, or President Jim Bergenham at 
(616) 455-1133 for further details and directions. 

  


