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Lexington & Concord

Editorés Note: This month we are featuring the Batt
tles are so varied and contradictory, we decided to present severdidinstaccounts of the battles from the soldiers
who actually were there. Al'l quotes are taken from
can Heritage, Volume XXII, Number 3, April, 1971.

The weather being rather chilly, after calling the roll, we were|dis
missed, but ordered to remain within call of the drum. The men gene¢ |
ally went into the tavern ad)]j

The last person sent [toward Cambridge] was Thaddeus Bow
who returned between daylight and sunrise and informed Capt. H
that the British troops were within a mile of the meéige. Capt.

Parker immediately ordered the drum beat to arms. | was the firs
followed the drum. | took my station on the right of our line, which
formed from six to ten rods back of the meetingse, facing south.

About seventy of our company had assembled with the Britis
troops appeared. Some of our men went into the mdabinge, wher
the townds powder was kepté ar
eighty or one hundred rods, they, hearing our drum beat, halted,
g?eagged their guns, and doubled their ranks, and marched up at fjuick Our troops advanced toward

Capt. Parker ordered his men to stand their ground. And not fo :Eem, ?lt&OUttﬁny [[ntgnthn Otfh'nju”rlg

: molest the regulars unless €m, turtherthan to inquiré the rea
| they meddled with us. son (_)f their b_emg thus assembled,
The British troops and if not satisfactory, to have se-
came up directly in our cured their arms; but they in confu-
& front. The commanding sion went off, principally to the left &
officer advanced withina| |only one of them fired before he went
fewrodsof usanex- | |off, and three or four more jumped
claimed, 0DI sig®@rasvlland/fifetl from behind it
dar?rjed rebels! You dogg, |gm ng the soldiers; on which the
untiRush on, | my,,BO%smed it.
= and fired his pistol. . .
= ¥ ST Militiaman Ebenezdr | -Color_u_al Francis Smith
nS_t and your ground. Dondot fire Mdh‘,oeess f ir ed upon\Br|tlquCommander

if they mean to have a war, |l et Ty pegin here. o
They é fired upon wus. Il then retreated up the no
(supposed to be Maj. Pitcairn), calling out to m
unless | left the road. Therefore | sprang over a pare of bars, made a stand, and discharged my gun at him;
he i mmediately returned to the main bodyé

-Lieutenant William Tidd



More Lexington & Concord

After our militia had dispersed, | saw [the BM@sAjet with no interruption till within a mile or two of
firing at one man (Solomon Brown), who Wwhe s@fienedhere the country people had occupied a hill w
behind a wall. | saw the wall smoke with thgybyfeimitidahe road.
it e [Brown} fired into a solid ggbrptaimBritishOfiter

retreated. He was in the cow yard. The wall saved him. He
legged it just about the time | went away.
Militiaman Elijah Sand}f

We €& saw t hel
troops acoming ... The sun
was rising and shined on
their arms, and they made a
noble appearance in their
red coats and glistening
arms.

-Concord Minuteman
Thaddeus Blood

He was then thirty years of age. We had four children; the youngest about fifteen months
when he left me in the morning; some of thenasWithyeheestleard said little that morning. He se
serious and thoughtful; but never seemed to hesitate as to the course of his duty. As he led t
turned himself round, and seemed to have
and was soon out of sight.

-Mrs. Davis, Widow of Captain Davis, Killed at Conct

WMCSAR Inducts Two New Members

We want to extend a very warm huzzah, huz-
zah to Compatriots Elijah Shalis and Keith Baker as
they were sworn in as new members of the West H
Michigan Chapter of the Sons of The American Revo- |§
lution. They were officially inducted at the MISSAR
State Board Meeting held at Sayfee's restaurant last
March 21st.

We are happy to report that the board meeting
was well very attended and filled with lively and
meaningful discussion. Everything was capped off
with a very thought-provoking lecture, comparing the
economic philosophies of founders Thomas Jefferson &
and Alexander Hamilton. The presentation was
given by Dr Robert Schoone-Longen, Professor of
History, Calvin College.




Patriot Ancestors of WMCSAR
Note: This article is plar Fonap@tri%tDsegql%dgvgnD&?SIOgvr tli cl e

Editoros
member 6s patriot ancestors. We |h o p#iriot Ancéstor: IChdrles Benglgw )i ot
month.

Rank: Private

Charles Denslow was born in New Haven County, CT, in a settle- B s ]
ment later known as Hamden, CT in 1739. He was b)c/Jrn to William Service: various
Drgnslow and an unidentified wife DenS|OV\£. He was the 4" child anq Time of Serv1ce 1776-1777, 1779
3"born son. Charles6 father, William is he progenitor |of
ven branch of the Denslow family in America.

During the French and Indian Wars, Charles saw service in four
campaigns, those being in 1756, 1757, 1758, and 1761. Much of his early time was spent between Fort Ticonderoga,

Lake George, and Albany. At one time, Charles and his older brothers, William and John all served side by side with him
in the same military regiment from Stamford, CT. This was from April 7" to November 8" 1756. On July 19", young sev-
enteen year old Charles and his older brother William laid to rest their brother John after he was Kkilled in a fight defend-
ing Fort Ticonderoga.

This did not dissuade Charles from re-enlisting the following year, and he served faithfully every time he was called
up for action. The training gained during four campaigns of the French and Indian Wars made him a seasoned, experi-
enced veteran for the of the American Revolution a scant 20 years later.

Charles enlisted on 16 December 1776 and again saw military service at Fort Ticonderoga. He served as a private in
Captain David Wheelerds Company, Col onel Benjamin Simondds
was discharged the following 11 March 1777, having served ninety-six days at Ticonderoga. Charles reenlisted again on
30 June 1777 with Captain David Wheelerds Company
ment.

Charles was one of 550 Americans at Fort Ann (known as the gateway to the North) on 8 July
1777, who resisted the British in a two hour skirmish. The advance British units began moving south
and encountered significant resistance at Fort Ann that very day. Papers show his discharge dated as
25 July 1777, having served 26 days at Fort Ann.

Charles again served in 1779 as he is listed as engaged to serve in the Continental Army for the
Town of Lanesborough, MA. A descriptive list of men raised from Bershire County in 1779 to serve in
the Continental Army provides a physical description of Charles Denslow as follows: age, 40 years,
height, 5 ft 5 inches, and of dark complexion, engaged for the Town of Lanesborough, MA and deliv-
ered to Ensign Clark.

After his service in the Continental Army, records indicate that Charles moved westward, proba-
bly following the military road in upstate New York. It is known that one child of his, Jeremiah, was
born in Cherry Valley, Otsego County, NY in 1788. There is a high probability that other children were
born there as well, but no records are known of at this time. Charles apparently passed away a short
time afterwards in 1789-90, though again , the exact date and location of his death is unknown.

L Purple Heart Memorial Dedication

e Io!::ﬂ Lalnoreg Ctaptte OSne Military Order of

Purple Hearts will be dedicating a Purple Hearts monument at
the Grand Rapids Home For Veterans on Tuesday, 28 April
2009 at 10:30 a.m.

The ceremony will

take place next to the

fountain. The monu-

ment will be similar to
Revolutionary War Trivia the bloodstone marble
monument placed at
What future president of the United Veterans Park in Sep-
States was captured in a fight at Wax- tember 2007. MOPH
haw Church in North Carolina on April 9, Chapter Commander
1781. (Hint: He also was the 1st Presi- Don Kramer will be
dent to be born in a log cabin) A VERY speaking at this
Revolutionary circumstance. mont héds meeting.




